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KEY JUDGMENTS 


“$8 The PRC Naval Air Force (PRCNAR) will play a key role as China seeks to develop an 
improved offshore power projection capability. The expansion of PRCNAF capabilities reflects 
China's increasing concerns that small-scale local conflicts will be more likely in the next decade 
than a major war. 





e@ PRCNAF modernization could complicate superpower naval operations in 
the East and South China Seas by the mid-1990s. . 


e With the exception of Taiwan and Vietnam, most of China's regional neighbors 
are not currently threatened by PRCNAF capabilities, but the potential 
threat will considerably increase by the mid-1990s. 


(Reverse Blank) 
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Military Strategy 
Sey The PRC Naval Air Force (PRCNAE) has an 


expanded role as part of a new Chinese military’ 


Strategy that places increased emphasis on off- 
shore power-projection forces. Concern over the 
Soviet threat, which dominated Chinese military 
Strategy, doctrine, and force development until 
the mid-1980s, has recently abated. China's lead- 
ers now assess the near-term possibility of war 
with the Soviet Union as unlikely. While retaining 
the doctrine of People’s War Under Modern Con- 
ditions, PLA leaders are starting to use the term 
“Jocal wars” to define their new strategy. They 
emphasize the increased possibility of local con- 
flicts resulting from China's territorial disputes in 
the Spratly Islands and border tensions with Viet- 
nam and India. Expanding PRCNAF capabilities 
pose a direct threat to Vietnam. 
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China’s B-6D ASM-Equipped Aircraft. The 
addition of C-601 air-to-surface missiles on 
8-6D aircraft has substantially improved the 
PRCNAF's antishipping capability. 
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Aerial Mine Warfare 


JS Mine warfare is an important component 
of China's defensive military doctrine. In times of 
hostilities, China could lay an extensive minefield 
to protect key ports and naval bases. Naval mines 


provide Beijing with an inexpensive method to . 


protect ports and harbors, as well as a means to 
deny the use of local waters to hostile ships. Us- 
ing aircraft as mining platforms allows China to 
extend the range of mining operations and to con- 
duct short-fused operations with less threat to its 
forces. 


8) 





BS China's mine warfare capability is excellent 
for defensive mining but poor for offensive min- 
ing. China does not have modern mine equip- 





The SH-5/HARB A, China’‘s indigenously 
Designed Amphibious Aircraft. The HARB A 
conducts naval missions, such as coastal patrol, 
minelaying, and antisubmarine warfare. 





ment, but it does have sufficient numbers of mines 
and minelaying platforms to deter surface ships 
from approaching the Chinese coastline in times 
of war. China’s ability to conduct offensive min- 
ing in a hostile environment is limited since such © 
an operation would require accurate mine place- 
ment to be effective and would involve lengthy 
exposure of the-minelaying platform to enemy 
forces. : 


Antisubmarine Warfare 


SSF China's present ability to conduct effective 
antisubmarine warfare (ASW) is poor. ‘The threat 
posed by Chinese ASW forces to moder sub- 
marines is minor because of obsolete weapons, 
limited detection and surveillance systems, anti- 
quated tactics, and a shortage of training. 





PRCNAF Out-of-Area Operations 


~(SANEPRN) The PRCNAF provides very limited 
support to PLA Navy out-of-area operations; it 
seldom conducts open ocean training with naval 
units. Because of the development problems with 
$A-365 Dauphine 2 helicopters, PRCNAF Super 
Frelon helicopters operating from submarine res- 
cue ships.are likely to remain China's primary 
shipbome air.asset into the early 1990s. 
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L8F Chinese Model of a B-6 Bomber 
Retueling Two A-5 Attack Aircraft. Beijing 
plans to develop aerial refueling to expand 

fits power projection capability. 



































Vietnam 


AS) Expansion of the PRCNAF is largely di- 
rected toward increasing China's military advan- 
tage over Vietnam, particularly in support of Chi- 
nese sovereignty claims to the Spratly Islands. The 
PRCNAF can conduct antishipping and overwater 
bombing missions to the Speatlys with B-GD and 
B-6/BADGER aircraft. The development of new 
fighter and fighter-bomber aircraft, modernization 
of existing fighter aircraft, negotiations for an 
aerial refueling capability, and testing of new air- 
to-surface missiles should lead to improvements 
Bere ney to pete ie ciaias tote 
Spratlys by the early 1990s. 


Pe eer rere ee 
advanced military equipment, and it does not have 
the defense production base to compete militar- 
ily with China. Although the USSR is trying to im- 
prove relations with China, the Soviets will prob- 
ably provide Vietnam with the minimum weapon 
systems required to counter the expanding PRC- 
NAF threat in the 1990s. 


Taiwan 













ASEAN 


- AS) The Chinese military threat to the mem- 
bers of the Association of Southeast Asian Na- 
_ tions (ASEAN) is low. The only PRCNAF aircraft 
with a sufficient combat radius to threaten ASEAN 
are nine B-6 and six B-GD BADGERs. New ait- 
craft, such as the FB-7 fighter-bomber, constitute 
an increased threat, but ASEAN is also moderniz- 
ing its military forces — Thailand, Indonesia, and 
Singapore will receive US F-16 fighters. Among 
the ASEAN members, Indonesia is the most con- 
cerned about China's military modernization and 
would strongly oppose Chinese development of 
an aircraft carrier. At least for the next decade, 
however, China is not likely to try to develop 
an aircraft carrier. The PRCNAF threat to ASEAN, 





therefore, will not significantly expand by the 
year 2000. 


Outlook 





4S) The FB-7 fighter-bomber, when deployed 
in the mid-1990s and equipped with C-801 air-to-. 
surface missiles, will increase the potential PRC- 
NAF threat to modern naval combatants. 


China is emphasizing readiness for 
local conflicts, the PRCNAF will continue to re- 
ceive some of the country's most modern equip- 
ment and weapon systems. Chinese naval aviation 
can also provide an offshore power projection ca- 
pability and will develop as an increasingly effec- 
tive tool to expand regional influence. 
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